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2010-2011 Hunting Seasons

Small Game

Squirrel- Oct. 16-Nov. 27, Dec. 13-
23, Dec. 27-Feb 5, ( 6 daily, 12 pos-
session).

Rabbit- Oct. 23-Nov. 27, Dec. 13-
23, Dec. 27-Feb 26, ( 4 daily, 8 pos-
session).

Pheasant- Oct. 23-Nov. 27, Dec. 13
-23, Dec. 27-Feb 5, ( 2 daily, 4 pos-
session).

Deer

Archery- Oct 2-Nov. 13, Dec 27—
Jan 15,

Gun— Nov 29-Dec 11
Flintlock— Dec 27-Jan 15

2010 Fall Programs

Doggy Days at Blue Marsh
Lake, November 6, Saturday,
9:00 a.m., Parking Lot “C” Dry
Brooks Day Use Area: Bring your
canine companions with you for a
walk along the Great Oak Nature
Trail. This trail is located in a “No
Hunting Area.” Both you and your
dog can socialize with other dog
lovers, and learn some interesting
wildlife facts. Don’t forget drinking
water for both you and your four-

* One antlered deer may be taken
per license year and one antlerless
deer with each required antlerless
license may be taken*

Furbearer

Coyote— no closed season, unlim-
ited

Raccoon and Foxes— Oct 23-Feb
19. Unlimited

Opossum, Skunk, and Weasel-
No closed season, except Sundays
and during spring gobbler season.

Trapping

Mink and Muskrat— Nov 20-Jan
9, unlimited

legged buddy! Dogs must be
leashed.

Holiday Nature Craft Workshop

November 20, Saturday, 10:00
a.m. at the Blue Marsh Lake
Conference Center: A variety of
natural materials can be used make
creative decorations. Wreaths, can-
dle holders, and decorations for
trees are just some of the orna-
ments we might create at this
workshop. You can also make out-

Coyote, Foxes, Opossum, Rac-
coon, Skunk, and Weasel- Oct 24
-Feb 20. no limit.

Coyote and Fox- (cable restraints)
Dec 26-Feb 20. No Limit. Partici-
pants must pass cable restraint cer-
tification course.

* For expanded hunting
seasons, bag limits, and
oranges requirements
please refer to the Penn-
sylvania Game Commis-
sion at
www.pgc.state.pa.us

door decorations/feeders for the
wildlife! Join us for this fun and
creative session. All materials will
be supplied.

Bird Walk, December 8,
Wednesday, 1:00 p.m., meet at
the Visitor Center: Join local
birding expert, Joan Silagy, for a
guided bird walk. We will begin
our birding adventure at the Visitor
Center. Dress for the weather, and
don’t forget your binoculars!

Uncle Sam Buys the C&D Canal Operations, cont. from page 1

removed, and the canal was con-
verted to a sea-level operation at 12
feet deep and 90 feet wide. The im-
provements cost $10 million. Two
stone jetties at the new eastern en-
trance were completed in 1926.

There was great celebration
when the “new” canal opened in
May 1927. However, plans were
already underway for further ex-
pansion because of the increasing
sizes of ships and cargo. The Phila-
delphia District, U.S. Army Corps

of Engineers, took over operation of
the canal in 1933. Improvements
were made to the channel between
1935 and 1938. It was deepened to
27 feet and widened to 250 feet,
resulting in a cost of $13 million.
The project was expanded to in-
clude a federal navigation channel
27 feet deep and 400 feet wide for
approximately 26 miles in the Up-
per Chesapeake Bay, from the Elk
River to Poole’s Island.

C&D Canal, Chesapeake City, MD
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Army Reserve Work

Over the past few years
Blue Marsh Lake has worked in
cooperation with a local Army re-
serve unit. The partnership makes
sense because, as many of you al-
ready know Blue Marsh is an entity
of the Department of the Army

The Reserves have done
projects such as trail grading, park-
ing lot construction, and beach ero-
sion control. In exchange for the
free labor, the young soldiers get
the much needed equipment train-
ing they require for future opera-
tions overseas.

Record Low Pool

On September 27, 2010 the
lake level at Blue Marsh had
dropped to a record low pool of
281.82 feet above sea level. This
was due to the drought conditions
in the lower Delaware River Basin.
The second purpose of Blue Marsh
s water supply and the Delaware
River Basin Commission called on
Blue Marsh to make water releases

Beside the equip-
ment operation, the Army Reserves
use Blue Marsh for camping, physi-
cal fitness testing, and maneuvers.
The partnership has been a win-
win situation.

to maintain the flow of the river at
Trenton, and to aid in keeping the

salt line away from drinking water
intakes.

In the process of satisfying
our water supply objectives, the
lake had to close to power boating
and swimming at the beach due to
low water levels. A timely tropical
depression dumped over 6 inches of
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rain on Berks County and allowed
us to fully open to recreation one
week later.
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A Look at the Raccoon

The common raccoon can
range in size from 28-38 inches and
can weigh 10-30 pounds. Males are
generally larger and heavier than
females. The fur of a coon is long,
soft, and blackish-brown. The tail
is bushy with alternating rings of
light and dark colored fur. A long,
slender muzzle, erect ears, and a
black striped across the cheeks and
eyes give the raccoon its familiar
look.

Raccoons are found
throughout Pennsylvania and most
often near a water source. A rac-
coon will make a den almost any-

where it can find a hole or crevice.
Most often you will find them in a
hollow of a tree. The raccoon is al-
most always nocturnal. It spends
most of the daylight hours sleeping
off of the ground. They have an
excellent sense of sight and smell.
Most experts agree that they pos-
sess an acute sense of touch in their
paws, which enables them to catch
fast moving prey.

Raccoons are considered
omnivores. They will eat vegeta-
bles, berries, insects, small mam-
mals, fish, frogs, and eggs. They
are opportunistic hunter/gatherers

and will eat anything they can find
Breeding occurs in January
or February and a female will give
birth to 3-5 young. The family
group will stay together for several
months after birth. The population
of raccoons is steady and in some
cases increasing in areas.




